THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
Let us now pass to the present situation. The German
Reich has taken the very fact of the Polish-British under-
standing as a motive for denouncing the pact of 1934.
Various legal objections were raised on the German
side. I will take the liberty of referring lawyers to the
text of our reply to the German memorandum, which
will be handed to-day to the German Government. I
should not like to detain you any longer on the diplo-
matic aspects of the event, but one of these aspects has
a special significance. The Reich Government, as is
apparent from the text of the German memorandum,
arrived at its decision on the ground of Press reports,
without ascertaining the views of either the British or
the Polish Governments as to the character of the
agreement concluded. It was not difficult to do so, for
I expressed myself immediately on my return from
London as ready to receive the ambassador of the
Reich, who did not until to-day avail himself of such an
opportunity.
Why is this circumstance important ? Even the most
elementary examination makes it clear that neither the
character nor the purpose and scope of the agreement
was as important as the mere fact that such an agree-
ment was concluded at all. And this in turn is important
for an appreciation of the intentions of the Reich's policy,
for if, contrary to their previous statement, the Govern-
ment of the Reich interpreted the 1934 declaration of
non-aggression between Poland and Germany as meant
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